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The Office of the Childrenôs Advocate (OCA) is pleased 
you are reading our first newsletter. We hope it gives you 
an idea of the work we do. As the Childrenôs Advocate, I 
am committed to making sure children and youth have a 

stronger voice. 

Before joining the OCA in April 2011, I was the chief  
executive officer of Winnipeg Child and Family Services.  
I have more than 25 years of experience in child welfare, 
where I started out as a front line social worker. I am 
honoured to have the opportunity to advocate for the 
rights of children and youth in Manitoba. I am excited to 
take this next step in the work I have been doing my  

entire career. 

If you are a young person getting or needing services 
from a child and family services agency, you should know 
about us. Always remember that when a decision is  
being made about you, you have a right to say what 
you think, be listened to and be a part of making that 
decision. If you ever feel that no one is listening to you, 

we are here to help. 

For more information please visit our website at  

childrensadvocate.mb.ca. 

Darlene MacDonald 
Childrenôs Advocate 

The holiday season is almost here and it is time to start talking to 
your social worker about your holiday season plan. 

It is important to let your social worker know what you would like to 
do and who you would like to visit during the holiday season. You 
may want to talk to your worker to discuss whether or not it is 
possible to visit your siblings or other members of your family.  
Maybe you would like to plan to make a special holiday meal or go 
tobogganing!    

Sometimes what you want canôt happen, however, you have the 
RIGHT:  

to talk to your social worker  

to let your Social Worker know what your wishes are 

to be heard 

to know what your holiday season plan is 

The Holidays are  
Around the Corner . . . 

VOICES FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY 

December 25th, 2011 @ 5pm 
Bethel Community Church, 430 Lakewood Boulevard 
**FREE  for youth in and from care (ages 12 to 30)**   

Party THEME:  Wear pajamas & ugly Christmas sweaters  
Each group home/foster home/shelter can bring a dish  

for the potluck. There will be games and prizes, Santa will visit with 
gifts, and there will be karaoke and a Christmas movie.  

For more information and/or to RSVP  
(by Friday, December 16th, 2011)   

Call Marie @ 982-4956 or toll free: 1-866-982-4956  

 Unit 100 - 346 Portage Avenue,  

Winnipeg, Manitoba CANADA  R3C 0C3     

(204) 988-7440 or 1-800-263-7146  Fax: (204) 988-7472    

www.childrensadvocate.mb.ca 
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